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UNITED STATES ENVIRIVEENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY L
BESORE TAE ALMINISTRATOR
IN RE )
) RCRA-84-45-R
MARTIN ELECTRONICS, INC. )
)
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1. Resource Conservation and Recovery Act — Federal Enforcemant When

Delegated State Has Already Taken Enforcement Action. Where a
delegated state has taken timely and appropriate enforcement
action, the EPA is precluded from filing an independent Federal
canplaint arising fram the same violation.

2. Resource Conservation and Recovery Act - Federal Enforcement in
Delegated States. Determining whether or not a state action is
timely and appropriate requires a careful examination of all

elements of such state's efforts.

3. Resource Conservation and Recovery Act — Federal Enforcement in
Delegated States. Agency guidance establishes that EPA is closely
restrained in commencing parallel Federal actions on the sole basis
of the perceived inadequacy of the penalty assessed by the state.

4. Resource Conservation and Recovery Act - Assessing Multiple Penalties.
Agency penalty policy forbids the assessment of separate penalties
for multiple violations stemming fram an activity which is not sub-
stantially distinguishable from any charge in the camplaint for which
a penalty is to be assessed.

5. Resource Conservation and Recovery Act — Penalty Assessment. Penalties
for failure to notify under § 3010 of the Act and for several record-
keeping deficiencies are herein assessed.

6. Resource Conservation and Recovery Act - Discrepancies in Facility
Manifests. Where a manifest contains some apparent inconsistencies
which are logically and reasonably explained, no penalty should be
assessed.

7. Resource Conservation and Recovery Act — Closure. When a delegated

state agency advises a facility to begin closure prior to the expira-
tion of the required 180—day waliting period based upon rationale and
environmentally sound reasons, no penalty should be assessed therefore.
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INITTAL DECISION

This proceeding is a civil administrative action for a carmpliance order
and assessment of penalties pursuant to § 3008(c) of the Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act (RCRA), 42 U.S.C. 6928(a)(C) and the Consolidated Rules of
Practice, 40 CFR 22 et. seq. The action was initiated by the Director of the
Air and Waste Management Division, United States Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), Region IV (Complainant) on June 6, 1984 by filing a camplaint
and order against Martin Electronics, Inc. (MEI) of Perry, Florida.

The camplaint after stating that the Respondent enjoyed interim status
under the regulations went on to describe the results of inspections of the
Respondent's facility conducted on February 9, 1984 and March 14, 1984 by the
Florida Department of Environmental Regulation and EPA. The inspections
alledgedly revealed the following violations. (1) The Respondent's waste
analysi.s plan did not address the waste solvénts being stored as required by
40 CFR 265.13 and § 17-30.18 of the Florida Administrative GCode (FAC).
(2) Respondent's waste analysis plan did not specify an adequate freguency

for which their initial analysis of the waste will be reviewed or repeated
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265.13(P)(4) and § 17--30.18 FAC. (3) "he Respondent's written insiection
schedule which was developed pursuant to the regulations did not include
provisions for inspscting the waste solvent storage areaxs as rejuired by 40
CFR 265.15 and § 17-30.18 FAC. (4) Respondent's personnel training program
did not include training in procedures for inspections, repairing and replac-
ing facility evwergency and nmonitoring ejuipnent as regquired by 40 CFR
265.16(a)(3)(i) and § 17-30.18 FAC. (5) The Respondent had failed to make
arrangements with a fire department (or documented that the authorities
declined to enter into such agreesments or arrangcments) as required by 40 CFR
265.37 and the relevant sections of the FAC. (6) Respondent’s contingency
plan did not address the waste solvents being stored at the facility and,
therefore, did not fulfill the purpose for having a contingency plan described
in 40 CFR 265.51(a) which was adopted by the relevant portions of the FAC.
In addition Respondent's contingency plan did not describe arrangements agreed
to by local fire departments. (7) Respondent's contingency plan had not
been submitted to all the local authorities decribed in 40 CFR 265.53(b) as
adopted by the relevant sections of FAC. (8) A copy of manifest number 02313
representing a March 12, 1984 shipment of waste solvents contained a quantity
discrepancy which was not signed nor dated by the generator; the manifest
representing the March 12th shipment of contaminated soil also contained a
quantity discrepancy in violation of relevant Federal and State regulations.
(9) Respondent had failed to maintain any of the groundwater nonitoring
requirements contained in 40 CFR 265 Subpart F and relevant requirements of
the FAC as of the February 9, 1984 inspection. (10) Respondent's closure
plan did not contain a camplete and accurate estimate of the inventory of

wastes in storage and did not otherwise address the waste solvents as
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Jregui:‘r*i Ly 40 CFR 265.112(a) 1 112 rolesot vactions of FAC. (11) Respon-
dent's closure plan was not sibaitted at least 180 days before closure as
requirad by 40 CFR 265.112(c) and the relevant provisions of FAC. (12) 4
Respondont's inspection schedule for their hazavrdous waste treativant system
did not include provisions for a waoekly inspection of the construction mate-
rials of the tanks or the area immediately surrounding the containment struc-
tures as required by 40 CFR 265.124(a)(4) &nd (5) and the relevant portions
of the FAC. The complaint suggested a civil penalty of §$72,500.00 be
assessed.

By answer dated July 11, 1924 the Respondent, through its attorney,
filed an answer which denied most of the elements of the camplaint and
admitted three. The answer also contested the amount of the penalties as
being inappropriate and requested a hearing. A hearing on this matter was
held on February 20-21, 1985 in Atlanta, Georgia. Following the availability
of the transcript, initial submissions of findings of fact, conclusions of
law and briefs in support thereof and replies were exchanged between the
parties and filed. 1In entering this initial decision, I have carefully
considered all the matters in the record, the briefs and the proposed find-
ings filed by the parties and all proposed findings of facts or conclusions

of law inconsistent with this decision are rejected.

Factual Background

The Respondent, Martin Electronics, Inc. (MEI), maintains a place of
business at Puckett Road in Perry, Florida for the manufacture of ordinance
and pyrotechnic devices. In August of 1980 pursuant to statutory require-
ments, MEI notified the EPA that it generated and managed hazardous wastes

and in November of 1980 MEI filed a Part A hazardous waste permit application
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.with FoA I order to obtain inteoin et bas for dts facilily as repired under
§ 3005 of the Act. MZI grerates four {0 Cive druns per year of waste tuloine
and acetone solvents which are listed hazardous wastes due to their volatility.
nased on its o waderstanding of the remlations and aivice chtained from
consultants, MEI did not file a notification of hazardous waste activity
concerning these solvents because it was their interpretation that the corpany
was exenpt fran notification under the "small guantity generator” exenption
as set forth in 40 C¥FR 261.5. At the time of its application, MEI advised
EPA that it was generating and treating hazardous waste sludges from its
chrame-plating operation. The sludge drying beds which the corpany maintained
were required to have associated with them a groundwater ronitoring system
since the sludges involved were considered hazardous by the Agency due to
their chromium content. MEI had the sludges analyzed and found very low
levels of hexavalent chramium and therefore felt that the sludge would meet
the EPA guidelines for de-listing. Had the de-listing petition been acted
upon favorably by EPA, the Respondent would have had no responsibility under
the Act to maintain a groundwater monitoring system in association with the
sludge drying beds.

The Respondent retained Envirormental Science and Engineering, a national
environmental consulting firm, to assist it in its efforts to camply with the
RCRA regulatory program and to prepare a de-listing petition for filing with
the USEPA. On February 28, 1983, MEI filed a de-listing petition with the
EPA to have the chramate sludge de-listed as a hazardous waste. Subsequent
to the filing, the Agency advised MEI that the petition was incamplete and
required that they file additiqnal information to assist the Agency in making
a final determination on the de-listing petition. This additional information

was never provided to the Agency and, consequently, no action was ever taken

o,



.
. rla - 3~ M R ~t 1 N . S ~7.. 7 L .3 R
by FTA on MAl's de-listing petition. e SJoosto slalze drying Leds are a

harardons waste Facility whidh vepiires the in=tallation of a gromdeater
rmonitoring system.  Such system was respuired to he in place as of October 19,
12831.

The facility has been inspected by the State of Florida on scveral
occasions prior to the two inspections giving rise to this complaint and
several deficiencies were noted in the inspection reports. The State of
Florida was aware that MEI did not have a groundwater monitoring system in
place and was also aware that MEI had applied to EPA to have its waste
sludge de-listed. In the correspondence between the State agency and the
Respondent, mention is made on several occasions of the requirement to have
the groundwater monitoring system in place absent a favorable ruling on the
de-listing petition by EPA. One of the inspection reports prepared by a
Florida State inspector had the notation at the bottam that the groundwater
monitoring requirements "were postponed until a final ruling on the Respon-
dent's de-listing petition". The Respondent argues that this notation indi-
cated that the State agency would not consider them to be in violation for
failure to have a groundwater monitoring system while its petition was being
reviewed by EPA. The Complainant argues that this notation simply indicates
what the inspector was told by the Respondent's employees at the time of his
inspection and does not represent a policy decision on the part of the State
agency to excuse the absence of the groundwater monitoring system.

Following several warning letters sent to the Respondent by the State
agency, the two parties met on several occasions and finally in December
of 1983 MEI signed a consent order with the State agency which required the

Respondent to install a total of three groundwater monitoring wells and, in

essence, install and have in operation a groundwater monitoring system meeting

£



the roptires. 3is of the State o0l Peloral reonlatjons. The consent order was
miified at the vegnest of USEPA to incluvle a yejuiresont that tinl install
four grouandwater ronitoring wells rather than the three originally specified 4

by the State consent order. The consent order was modified to reflect EPA's
request end the final agre<nent was executed by MEI on Maucch 24, 1934 and by
the State agency on March 26, 1984.

Parsuant to § 3006(C), the State of Florida was granted Phase 1 interim
authorization effective May 19, 1982. This authorization authorized the

State of Florida to operate its own hazardous waste program in lieu of the

Federal program for Phase 1. Phase 1 consisted of those requirem:nts promal
gated by EPA on May 19, 1980 including standards for generators, owners and
operators of treatment of storage disposal facilities. Prior to the inspec-
tions in February and March 1984, which gave rise to the issuance of this
complaint, the Respondent dealt solely with the Florida State agency, as
envisioned by the statute, and had no direct dealings with EPA concerning the
operation of its facility with the exception of the filing of the de-listing
petition which the statute requires be filed with the Federal Agency, rather
than the State. The consent agreement ultimately executed between the Respon-
dent and the State of Florida, in addition to the requirements concerning the
installation and operation of .a groundwater monitoring system, required that
the Respondent pay the State of Florida an administrative fee in the amount
of $107.00. Apparently, the statutes and regulations of the State of Florida
do not authorize the Agency to collect civil penalties under the circumstances
of this case, but rather to merely assess whatever administrative costs the
State incurred in bringing the facility into campliance and in the prepara-

tion and ultimate execution of the consent document.



Since the Respoanient had coterad dnto a vlid oocent decvee with the
State of Florida prior Lo the boinging of this action by FPA, the Rospondent
filed a motion to dismiss the complaint on the basis of res judicata since
the primiry subject matter of the cowplaint hal been alrealy concluded with
the State of Florida and that, therefore, the Agency had no Jjurisiliction to
bring another action based on the same violation. In support of the motion,
the Respondent cited the Court's attention to a prior decisionl by one of
the FPA Administrative Law Judges on a similar fact situation arising in
Region IX of EPA wherein the Judge upon a similar motion dismissed the com-
plaint since it dealt with the same subject matter of a prior state/respond-
ent consent decree. After reviewing the briefs and arguments of the parties
on the issue, the undersigned denied the motion to dismiss on several grounds,
not the least of which was that the cited decision had not been acted upon by
the Administrator and, therefore, did not, at that point in time, represent
final Agency action. Since the conclusion of the hearing in this case,
however, the Agency has issued a final order? on the other case which deci-
sion is binding on the undersigned. A further discussion of this point will
be made later in this decision.

The record indicates that on the occasion of the March inspection of the
facility, prior to the issuanée of the complaint, the groundwater monitoring
system had been installed and a State inspection subsequent to the issuance

of the camplaint and, prior to the hearing, further indicated that the Respond-

l1n Re BKK Corp., Docket No. IX-84-0012

2May 10, 1985.




Threshold Tazal Tssues

ks inlicated &bove, since the conxclusion of the hearing, the Agency has
rendered a final decision in the matter of RKK. The final decision of the
Agency in the BRK natter has provided the undersigned with additional guidance
and precedent which is binding upon him and nast be considered in resolving
this matter.

The facts in the BKK decision are practically identical to those in this
case. In that case the State of California and the EPA Region IX inspected
the Resporndent's hazardous waste facility and based on that inspection it was
determined that BKK was in violatié)n of various provisions of RCRA, and the
Region so notified the State. The State of California responded to the
Region's notice by entering into a settlement agreement with BKK, after first
threatening to bring an enforcement action against the company. Dissatisfied
with the settlement agreement, the Region subsequently initiated its own
enforcement action by filing an administrative complaint against BKK.

BKK filed, a motion for judgement as a matter of law claiming that the
State had primary enforcement authority under RCRA and that since the State
took adequate enforcement action in this instance, i.e., executed a settle-
ment agreement with BKK, EPA was precluded to taking any enforcement action
of its own. The Presiding Officer agreed and granted BKK's motion and dis-
missed Region IX's administrative complaint. On appeal to the Administrator,
the Agency upheld the Presiding Officer's decision and agreed that the coam—
plaint should have been dismissed.

In my original order denying the Respondent's motioh based on the BKK
decision, I set forth several grounds for my reasons for rejecting the motion.

The detailed discussion which appears in the Agency's Final Decision on the



PHK matter resolves the issues viich o>l the Cont in this case to deny
the Resrondent's motion and, therefore, the Court mast pnow ro-csoss its
previous ruling in light of the language contained in the BXK Final Decision.

In the PYK case, the State of California, like Florida, epparently has
no authority to assess civil penalties, as such, in reaching administrative
consent decrees which are not the subject of court action, but rather have
the authority to assess against a facility appropriate administrative costs
incurred by the State in concluding the agreement. In the BKK situation,
the State of California assessed administrative costs of $47,500.00. The
Final Agency Decision stated that a.],’d'xough this sum is not characterized as a
penalty it is tantamount to one, and any difference between the meaning of
the term cost and penalty is largely sematic.

In the instant case, the State of Florida assessed an administrative
cost of $107.00. The Agency, in its complaint, had proposed a penalty of
approximately $48,000.00 for the groundwater monitoring violations alleged in
the camplaint. $27,500.00 of that amount was for the civil penalty itself
and the remainder was characterized as a sum equaling the econamic savings
that the Respondent incurred by failing to install the groundwater monitoring
system over the years when it was required to do so.

The applicability of BKK to this case is inescapable and clear. The
only real issue before me, at this juncture, is whether or not the action
taken by the State of Florida was timely and appropriate. My review of this
record indicates that the timeliness aspect of the State action is not an
issue and, therefore, thé only aspect of the requirements that I need to
consider has to do with whether the State action was appropriate. 2As
indicated earlier, the consent decree between the State of Florida and the

Respondent, MEI, required that MEI immediately install and operate a campre-
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hemisive groomdwater monitoring sysfom, which it dmec-lately procecied to do,
and even as early as the date of the ErA/Florida Soint inspection in March
1924, all of the required wells had been drilled and shortly thereafter the &
entire gromdwater nonitoring system was in plazce and operating. Therefore,
the primary objective sought by EPA in its cowplaint, i.e., the curing of the
violations alleged had been accomplished prior to the issuance of the com-
plaint in so far as they relate to the groundwater nonitoring system. The
only issue remaining is whether or not the rather naminal administrative
costs assessed by the State of Florida would render their action inappro—-
priate given the rather sizeable ci.vil penalty proposed by the Agency in its
complaint.

This notion was discussed at some length in the BKK decision on page 10,
vwherein the Administrator stated that:

"As an alternative to its ‘'blanket' claim of unfettered authority,

the Region c¢laims that EPA can at least take enforcement action

when state action is inadequate. I agree. 1In this case, far from

being inadeguate, the State's action was reasonable and appropriate.”
The quoted material has a footnote which states that the Respondent, BKK, has
expended a good deal of time and expense in an effort to fully camply with
the State action and it was asserted without challenge that BKK had expended
or will expend over a million dollars to camply with the agreement. The
footnote goes on to say that fundamental fairness surely requires EPA to stay
its hand in circumnstances where the State's action is reasonable and appro-
priate and a party has made or is making goodfaith efforts to camply with
such action.

On page 11 of the BKK decision, a footnote takes notice of the fact that
since the issuance of the ca@laint, the Agency has issued more detailed

guidance to the Regions on what enforcement actions are appropriate or ade-

quate for specific kinds of RCRA violations. The footnote further states

-11 -
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“that, in goneral, thrse dhcunats encovavaoe FPA enforconant 1f state action
is not timely, doos not reosly covivessental Tam o or is not o cafficiently
vigorous to remwve econanic benefits accruing from violations or to deter .

repeat violations. The footnote then goes on to identify the policy doairnents
and cuidance referred to. The Court has, with sowe difficulty, dbtained sone
of the documents and read them in the hope that they would provide same
guidance to it in resolving the question of whether or not, all things being
equal, the mere perceived inadequacy of a state levied penalty is sufficient
grounds for EPA to issue an independent camplaint of its own arising out of
the same factual situation.

One of the documents identified by the Administrator in his Final Decision
on BKK was a June 26th memorandum from Alvin Alm, Deputy Administrator of EPA,
on the subject of "Implementing the State/Federal Partnership in Enforcement:
State/Federal Enforcement 'Agreements’'.” The memorandum has a separate chapter
identified as "Criteria for Direct Federal Enforcement in Delegated States"
and that section describes seven or eight types of cases where EPA might
decide to take direct action. They involve such situations as violation of
an EPA order or consent decree, where the state requests EPA to intervene,
significant economic benefits gained by the violator, repeat violators, areas
where state authority may be inadequate and so forth. There is then a subsec-
tion entitled "Adequacy of Penalty". This subsection states in pertinent
part as follows:

"For types of violations identified in national program guidance

as requiring a penalty or equivalent sanction, EPA generally

will not consider taking direct enforcement action on the basis

of the adequacy of the amount of penalty imposed unless clear

national guidance has been defined, in consultation with States,

and is being applied in practice in EPA Regions. EPA may, how-

ever, take direct enforcement action for recovery of additional

penalties in instances in which a State penalty is determined to

be grossly deficient e.g., de minimis, after considering all of
the circumstances of the case ard the national interest. 1In

-12 -
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making this Jdetowrination, A will give cvcory oonsideration to
the State's own penalty authority and cny applicable State penlty
policy.

"In FY 1935, except for the limitation noted above, the Agency
will focus on whether the State has imposed a penalty in
appropriate crses and pot on the amaunt of the penalty for ihe
purpases of considering direct action unless guidance on penalty
amounts applicable to States is in place.”

In another document, identified in the BKK opinion from Lee Thamas, then
Assistant Administrator, dated Decamber 21, 1984, entitled "Enforceanent
Response Policy", Mr. Thomas states, in a footnote to the section entitled

“EPA Action in Authorized States", that:

"EPA may also consider assessing a penalty if it feels that

the penalty assessed by the State was egregiously small, as

judged according to the State's penalty policy or procedures

established by the State for determining penalty amounts.

Before initiating any penalty-only action, EPA mast weight

the benefit of that action with the need to take action against
handlers that are out of copliance with applicable requirements.”

My understanding of these policy memoranda suggest that the Agency
recognizes and authorizes EPA to take independent and direct Federal action
against violators in a delegated state, based on the perceived inadequacy of
the penalty assessed by the state, only in very limited circumstances. In the
instant case, the Agency apparently felt that the administrative cost assessed
by the State of Florida was insufficient. However, as pointed out above, the
Agency is limited, in seeking an additional penalty where the state has already
acted, to those situations where the penalty assessed by the state was egre-
giously small. Such determination must be Jjudged according to the state's
penalty policy or procedures established by the state for determining such
matters. The Agency, at the time it approved the Florida State RCRA program,
was aware of the limitations that the State program had relative to its
ability to assess penalties associated with negotiated administrative consent

decrees. The Agency had to have known that the State could not assess civil
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i:"exnlties in such caxses, bat was roather lindted, by the rcgu)ati.ons, 1o the

acsesament of adninistrative oosts associated with such agreco:it.  There is

b
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nothing in the record to suggest that the State of Florida in any way failed
to assess the highest advinistrative costs zvailable to it aseociated with
the conswmmation of its agreeinent with the Respondent. Ccisequently, applying
the above—cited criteria, there is nothing in this record to suggest that the
administrative costs assessed was egregiously small when judged by the State's
policy and legal limitations. It should be noted, however, that in a similar
situation the State of Calfornia was able to successfully support an adminis-—
trative cost assessment of alimost $.48,000.00 whereas the State of Florida was
only able to cane up with $107.00. It seems to me the that Florida officials
could benefit substantially from conferring with its colleagues in California
to determine Jjust what that State considers to be the elements permissably
included in arriving at an administrative cost assessment. Apparently the
criteria in California must be a little broader than that used by the State
of Florida.

In any event, based on the record before me, I can not legitimately say
that the administrative cost (penalty) assessed in this case by the State of
Florida was egregiously low when Jjudged by the State's policy associated
therewith. If the record had shown that the State of Florida was legally
permitted to assess civil penalties amounting to several thousand dollars
despite that only assessed a penalty of a hundred dollars then I think a
legitimate case could be made for the notion that they had levied an inade-
quate fine,

The Agency guidance also suggests that in determining whether or not a
State penalty is grossly deficient, the Agency mist consider all the circum—

stances of the case and the national interest. Certainly there is nothing
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invelved in this case which has any of the indicia of a grave anl ingortant
naticnal policy issne. In addition, the clrcanstances surrounding the viola-
tion concerning groundwater monitoring are not particularly clearcut. The
Respondent had, from 1980 until 1934, dealt exclusively with the Siate agency
in regard to its RCRA responsibilities, a circumstance campletely in keeping
with the intent of Conaress when it established the state delegation process.
As noted above, the Respondent was deligently pursuing a de-listing petition
with EPA, which would have relieved it of the responsibility to install a
groundwater nonitoring system had such petition been acted upon favorably.
The Respondent spent over $l2,00é.OO dollars with its consultant in the
furtherance of its trying to have its waste de-listed. It received from the
State of Florida what could be charitably characterized as "mixed signals"
regarding its responsibility to install groundwater montoring during the
pendency of its de-listing petition with EPA. This fact was testified to by
the author of several of the letters fram the State of Florida to the Respon-
dent wherein the State official admitted that MEI could have been "confused"
by the language it found in its correspondence with the State regulatory
agency. In any event, the record is equally clear that when MEI was finally
advised, without equivocation, that, regardless of the fact that it had peti-
tioned to have its wastes de-listed with EPA, it was still required to
install and maintain a groundwater monitoring system; it did, in fact, install
and operate such system in a very short period of time following the final
execution of its agreement with the State of Florida. The relevance of this
aiscussion is that the administrative costs assessed by the State of Florida
is, in absolute terms, relatively small campared with the almost $48,000.00
that the Agency proposed in its camplaint. This camparison is only valid when

one assunes the accuracy of the Agency's penalty determination. Given the
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‘factors which the Axacy penalty palicy roepires st be oonsiderad, it
occurs to M2 that the Agency's propoced ponadty is eonsiderebly higher than
the facts in this situation would warvant. For exanple, the Agency attributed
over $20,000.00 of the total $48,000.00 prorosed, relative to the groundwater
nonitoring violation, as economic benefit fron non-coarpliance. CGiven the
fact that the Respondent spent approximately $12,000.00 in an attempt to have

its waste sludge de-listed, an expense which brought them no reward, they

[47]

enjoyed little or no econamic benefit from failing to install this system at
the time the Agency felt they were required to do so. In addition, the
Agency increased the maximum penalty indicated in the penalty guidance of
$25,000.00 to $27,500.00 based on culpability and lack of cooperation. Under
the circumstances, I do not feel that those increases were Jjustified and I
have serious doubt as to whether or not the Agency was correct in assessing
a base penalty of $25,000.00 in the first place. Assuming, arguendo, that I
would, if required to do so in this case, substantially reduce the penalty
proposed by the Agency, the discrepancy between the two numbers would have
became less significant.

The statute also requires the Agency to notify a delegated state of its
intention to bring an action against a facility located in such state prior
to the bringing of an action. The Agency did so in this case and received a
reply fram the State of Florida to the effect that the State agency had two
concerns with EPA's proposed action: one, being that, "would EPA's proposed
corrective action be in conflict with those to which Martin has already
agreed with the Department?"; and secondly, in view of the signed consent
order, "is enforcement against Martin an appropriate exercise of EPA's
enforcement efforts in Florida, given the nunber of other sites in the State

that are not currently subject to either State or Federal enforcement at this
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time?" The State thon asked that they be given the opportanity to discans

1 resdlve these gquestions with EPA prior to LiaA's bringing the action that
i i 3

ar

it intended to against the Respondent in this case. (See Complainant's
Exhibit No. 4B.) Although the statute says that EPA mast give sudh notice,
it does not go on to say what EPA should do if the state objects to such
action. Given the tenor of the two above—cited Agency policy guidance memo-—
randa, which suggest that the maintenance of cordial state and Federal rela-
tions are a linch-pin of the Agency's intentions under RCRA, it would seem
that the Agency might have been over-zealous in bringing this action under
the circunstances in this case since the State agency had already:

(1) entered into a consent agreement which resolved the primary concerns of
EPA; and (2) the existance of the State's written objections to the bringing
of such action.

In view of all of the above discussion, I am of the opinion that the
Respondent's renewed motion to dismiss that portion of the camplaint having
to do with the groundwater monitoring violations should be granted. The
granting of this motion is based upon several factors—one of which is the
rather clear language contained in the BKK, supra., and secondly, the fact
that the State's action in this regard was, in my judgement, both timely and
appropriate even though the discrepancy between the absolute numbers asso-
ciated with the penalty aspects of this case appear to be great. In conform-
ance with the Agency policy quidance on the question, it appears that the
nominal "penalty" assessed by the State of Florida is, in this case, not
sufficient justification for the Agency to bring a duplicative and parallel

enforcement activity in regard to this violation. As pointed out in the BKK

decision, at page 4:




"T{ the Azency had anfettored cullority to act in the Tace of

ressonable and appropriate siste action, a party could never

rely upon sach state action to finally resolve a controversy.

This would chill the willingness of a party to put forth the

effort and expenditure necesary to comply with a state’s

enforcaement action, thereby frustrating RCRA's legislative

design in which states were to 'take the lead in the enforce-

ment of the hazardous waste laws.'" :

Having resolved the groundwater nonitoring issue, we must now discuss
the other leagal proposition raised by the Respondent to the effect that the
various violations identified in the camplaint and for which separate penal-
ties were assessed, relative to the the solvent violations, are in conflict
with the Agency's policy and general law concerning mltiple penalties for
events arising out of the same factual situation. In this case, the Agency
has assessed approximately $18,500.00 associated with the Respondent'’s failure
to notify the Agency that it generated and stored spent solvents on its
premises. Specifically, the Agency proposed to assess a fine of $6,500.00
for the failure of the Respondent to notify the Agency under Section 3010 of
Act of the fact that it was generating and storing spent solvents on its
facility, an additional $6,500.00 penalty for the failure of the Respondent
to disclose the same fact in its Part A application, and thirdly, a penalty
of $5,500.00 for the failure of the Respondent's closure plan to address how
it proposed to dispose of the Aspent solvents. The penalty policy applicable
to this case states that the Agency should not assess a separate penalty for
each violation unless such violation results in an independent act by the
violator and is substantially distiﬁguishable fran any charge in the can-
plaint for which a penalty is to be assessed. The guidance goes on to say
that maltiple penalties are not appropriate where the violations are not
independent or substantially distinguishable. Where a charge derives from or

merely states another charge, a separate penalty is not warranted. An example

of such a situation is explained in the penalty policy where a facility had
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failed to Implenent a gromdwatering systen. As a result of sudh failure, it
also failed to install monitoring wells, to obtain saiples, had no oatline of
the groundwater quality assessment program, and no records kept or report
subnitted to the Acency all of which are separate violations. The policy
states that all of the violations arise from the same set of circunstances
and because the caompany did not install any wells, sampling analysis could
not occur and without sampling and analysis, the corpany did not have informa-—
tion in which to prepare a quality assessment program outline, keep records
or submit reports to the Agency. Therefore, the guidance suggests that the
violations are not independent and substantially distinguishable and a single
penalty is appropriate, with each section of the regulation that was violated
as cited in the complaint. In other words the camany should be fined for
failure to implement a groundwater monitoring system and not for all of the
failures that would naturally flow fram the lack of such a system.

In the instant case, the Respondent failed to notify the Agency of the
fact that it was generating and storing spent solvents on its premises which
the Respondent used to clean parts and thin paint. The Respondent only
generated about 200-250 gallons of this material a year and its reading
of the regulations, in oconjunction with the advice it received from its
consultant, led it to the opinion that the generation of such small quantities
of materials would place it outside of the regulations due to the existence
of the "small quantity generator exemption". The Respondent made no effort
to conceal the existence of the drums of solvent on its facilities and vhen
aéked what such drums contained, readily told the State and Federal inspectors
of their contents. It was only after the joint State/Federal inspection that

the Respondent was advised that its reading of the pertinent requlation was

in error and that the generation and accumulation of these wastes was, in




fact, an activity reznlated vnisr the Act Tor which thoy shoald have notified

the State and Federal agencies in their previons ceports.  Upon being alviead

of this fact, the Respondent immediately submitted a revised notification and &'
Part A application and procecded to transport the solvents off its premiscs

to an authorized waste disposal facility.

My reading of this record would suggest the Respondent was guilty of
essentially one act and that was the failure to notify the Agency of the
existence of these wastes on its property. The fact that it failed to do so
in several instances and under several different regulations do=2s not in
my judgement authorize the assessment of three separate penalties which, in
essence, arise from the same factual situation. The Agency in this case was
able to identify three separate ways in which the Respondent failed to notify
the Agency of the existence of these solvents on its property. Perhaps a
further investigation of the myriad regulations involved in these proceedings
could have increased this number many-fold. In any event, it occurs to me
that the failure to notify the Agency of the fact that it was generating
these wastes on its premises was the Act for which a penalty should be
assessed and the attempt by the Agency to assess multiple violations in
penalties for what amounts to one act, is not authorized by the Agency
penalty policy.

In this regard, it should be noted in calculating the penalty to be
assessed for the failure to notify under § 3010 of the Act and the failure
to include the solvents in its Part A application, the Agency purported to
have found an example in the penalty policy which exactiy fitted this situation
and used the examples of penalties to be assessed appearing therein in making
its calculations in this case. The hypothetical application of the policy,

which the Agency used, appears on page 24 of the penalty policy and the first
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portion ther=nf seens to track the situation of this case rather well since
it gave an exawle of a cauany that notified the EPA that it conducted
activities at its facilities involving hazardous wastes but they failed to 4
advise the Agency that they were also storing hazardous waeste. The hypothe-
tical situation also went on to say that the company failed to file a Part A
application and thus was operating without a pemmit or interim status. The
Agency witness stated that he felt that this was a situation that exactly
paralleled what occured in the instant case. However such is not the case at
all. 1In the instant case, the Respondent did file the required notification
and, in fact, did file a Part A.application and enjoyed interim status,
contrary to the situation set forth in the hypothetical example set forth in
the penalty policy. It is interesting to note that in the description of how
one should assess a penalty in that case, the guidance identified the failure
to notify as being moderate in potential for harm and moderate in extent of
deviation, for the reason that the facility was apparently well run and that
they had, in fact, at least notified the Agency that they were in the business
of handling hazardous wastes and, therefore, the Agency knew of their
existence. The second portion of the violation was characterized by the
document as "operating without a permit" for which another $6,500.00 penalty
was suggested. If the penalty policy had followed the Region's logic in this
case, it would have also assessed another $6,500.00 penalty for failure to
notify of the fact that they were storing the solvents on the property in
addition to the $6,500.00 for operating without a permit. The penalty policy,
of course, did not do that.

Consequently I am of the opinion that only one penalty should be assessed
against the Respondent in regard to its failure to notify the Agency of its

generation of the solvents involved in this case. I am further of the opinion
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‘ﬂ;:at a pooalty of $6,500.00 is gppregriate for this violation since the hypo-
1hetical, abhove-identified, appearing in the penalty policy seans to be the
appropriate example in this case. The analysis that the Agency, in regard to
failure to notify under Section 3010 of the Act, is consistent with the
penalty policy and the $6,500.00 proposed by the Agency is deanad by the
Court to be reasonable and appropriate in this case.

Discussion of Corplaint and Penalty Assessment

The Agency proposed to assess a 4penalty of $4,500.00 for certain
discrepancies noted in two of the Respondent's manifests. The discrepancies
were identified as: (1) one manifest was not signed by an agent of the
Respondent; and (2) on the other manifest, there were some nurtbers scratched
out and others inserted. BAlso the manifest appeared to identify forty drums
of waste solvents as having been transported when, in fact, it was actually
the contents of forty drums which were transported and not the drums
themselves. The witness on behalf of the Agency, that calculated the
penalties in this case, testified that at the time of the inspection they
asked them to produce a signed copy of the manifest and they could not. That
was one violation and then another manifest that they produced during the
inspection covered a shipment of contaminated soil and it had same nurbers
scratched through and changed and "there was really no indication of what was
really going on there". The witness testified that he viewed the extent of
deviation as moderate and the potential for harm as moderate, arriving at a
matrix cell range of fram $5,000.00 to $8,000.00, the mid-point of which is
$6,500.00 which the witness decrea;c,ed to $5,000.00 since the discrepancies
were explained and signed copies later produced. It was determined on cross-
examination of this witness and also from witnesses for the Respondent that

the inspectors were told that the person who normally takes care of the
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mand fes's was out sick that Juy and tley woald e an atte pt to find the
ranifests and produce them for the inspectors.  The record roveals that one
of the Respondent's officers who was unfamiliar with this portion of the
>peration attepted to find the final signed copy of the nanifest but could
only find a working copy which he producad for the inspector telling him that
this was not the final manifest but only a working copy and that when the
employze knowledgeable about these matters returned to the office they would
provide EPA and the State agency with a copy of the signed manifest.
Apparently such a signed manifest was immediately forwarded to the State
agency upon the return of the emwployee who had responsibility for this
function. BAs to the manifest which had nuwers crossed out and others placed
in involving the tfansportation of same contaminated soil, the witnesses for
the Respondent explained this situation as follows. They initially calculated
the weight of the material to be shipped by using standard engineering
formulas and started to write in 30-some thousand pounds and then realized

that the manifest called for tons so the amount 30 was scratched out and 18

placed thereon. Since the Respondent does not have a scale on its property

of sufficient size to weigh the truck, it had to wait until the trudk was
actually weighed at an adjacent lumber yard and the actual weight of the
shipped materials was then written in on the manifest as being 18.4 tons.
Although the Court is aware of the fact that the so-called "paper violations"
are an important aspect of the total regulatory scheme envisioned by Congress
when it wrote RCRA, it seems to me that under the circumstances in this case,
the Agency might have been a little over-zealous in view of the campletely
sensible and logical explanations given for the discrepancies. Under the
circumstances and given the rat-:ional explanations provided by the Respondent,

I am of the opinion that no penalty should be assessed for this violation.
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The EPY witnoss vwho caloalat ol the oo lties in this case als» testified
as to how he arrivel at the proposel penalties involving discrepsncies in the
waste analysis plan, violations in the training docunent, failure to make
arrangements with the local five deparbment, and deficiencies in the inspec-—
tion schelule. Appzarently the Federal witness had no first-hand kuiowledge of
these discrepancies but merely accepted, as true, the notations found on the
State inspector's checklist. The discrepancies involved were apparently
determined because the campany had neglected to associate these documents
with their application for a State operating permit and their absence in the
State file was taken as proof of the fact that the documents did not exist at
all. On cross—examination it was alleged that the documents were, in fact,
available for inspection at the Respondent's facility and that no one asked
to see them and that the reliance on the State checklist which in turn was
based upon an examination of the materials the facility had filed with the
State agency makes the penalty assessment in regard to these issues samnewhat
tenuous. However, the record does not touch on this point in so far as any
of the Respondent's witnesses testifying that all of the documents in question
were actually on the facility's premises available for inspection and they, in
fact, did contain all of the information that the Agency found to be missing.
In regard to the waste analysié plan, the Agency proposed a penalty of $270.00,
for the violations in the training manual $500.00, for the failure to make
arrangements with the local fire department $270.00, and for the discrepancies
in the inspection schedule $500.00. Since some of the exhibits suggest that
there were same deficiencies in these documents since the Respondent, subse-
quent to the inspection, advised the State that they would make the necessary
corrections and provide the corrected documents to the State agency, I am of

the opinion that the violations did, in fact, exist and the methodology used
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T by the Azency witness in calenlaling the proseced ponalties acsocinted with
sa1d violations asppear to be consistoat with the penalty gaidance. I am of
the opinion that the above-noted penalties are appropriate under the
cirarmstances.

The Agency proposed to assess a penalty of $5,500.00 for the discrepancies
which it identified in connection with the closure plans submitted by the
Respondent to the State agency. According to the Agency's witness at the
hearing, the two primary problems that the Agency had with the closure plan
were: (1) that the plan did not address the solvents which the Respondent
ultimately had shipped off its facility to a proper waste treatment facility;
and (2) the fact that the closure process was begun less than 180 days after
the closure plan was submitted to the State agency.

The question of the solvents has been dealt with above and I do not feel
that any further discussion of that aspect of the closure plan deficiency is
necessary since it is my opinion that all subsenquent failures relating to
the solvent issue have been incorporated into the $6,500.00 penalty assessed
above for failure to notify the State agency of the existence of the solvents
on the premises in question.

As to the 180-day deficiency the witness testified that it was his
information that the facility. did not submit a closure plan to the State
until December of 1983 and that the material was removed from the Respondent's
property in January of 1984. Upon cross—examination and as supplemented by
the record in this case, it appears that the closure plan was in fact submitted
to the State of Florida in September of 1983 which, although is not 180 days
prior to the time thé material was shipped fram the Respondent's facility, is
certainly a longer period of t:ime than the Agency witness assumed such noti-

fication took place. The witnesses for the Respondent also testified that
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Guring a moeting with the State agency in 1233, at which time the varioas
prodvlens they were having with the State agency were discassed, the State
gave them authority to proceed with the removal of the hazardous sludge from
the facility and esscntially waived the 180-<day reguirenant.  All of this
infonmation was apparently unavailable or unknown to the EPA official who
calculated the proposed penalty in regard to this matter. When apprised
of the actual facts surrounding this violation, on cross-examination, the EPA
witness said that it was his opinion that even though the State agency had
given authority to the Respondent to remove the material fram its premises to
an approved hazardous waste site tﬂat a penalty nonetheless exists since the
regulations require 180-day notification prior to removal. There is sane
discrepancy between the witnesses as to what actually constitutes closure.
The Respondent argues that its closure plan describes the initial removal of
the hazardous sludge from its premises as a pre—closure operation and that the
facility was not actually closed and certified to by the State agency until
sare time subsequent to January 1984. In any event, it occurs to me that
inasmuch as the State of Florida was acting under its authority given by EPA
during the negotiations described above, it had the authority to waive the
180—day notice if it felt that such action was consistent with the protec-
tion of the environment and the most expeditious way to remove and rid the
Respondent's facility of the waste in question. Consequently, I am of the
opinion that the penalty proposed for failure to have the closure plan sub-
mitted 180 days prior to the time initial removal of the material fram the
premises of the Respondent occurred is without merit and, therefore, will
be dismissed.

One final observation in regard to the solvent problem. The record dis-

closes that the facility only generated 200-250 gallons per year of the
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solvents in guestion and that they hadl theae cpent solvents stored in drnans
on the presises.  There is nothing in the reoord to suzjest that the Jdrans
were defective or leaking in any manner and given the small quantity of this
material generated each year, it occurs to me that their presznce on the
facility in the small guantities noted certainly do not pose a significant
hazard to man or the environment. The EPA witness also admitted that a person
could be confused by the language of the small generator rule but that it is
established Agency policy that when a person proposes to avail himself of the
exernption provided by that regulation he must add up all of the hazardous
waste generated on his facility aﬂd see whether or not it exceeds the 1,000
pounds per month exemption nurber and if it does the small generator exception
is not available to the facility operator even though he may only generate a
small anount of a particular waste. The rationale behind this interpretation
is reasonable since, as the EPA witness stated, a person could be generating
small quantities of a large number of hazardous materials which individually
do not amount to a great deal of waste but when totalled with all the other
similarlysmall generated amounts of waste could amount to a sizeable quantity
of hazardous materials. It is this rationale which the Agency employed in
determining the violation in question and I have no quarrel with that
interpretation. Although a facility, which in good faith makes a corporate
decision based on a misinterpretation of Federal regulations, is not excused
fram a violation related to such regulation, the circumstances surrounding
such misinterpretation should be taken into account by the Agency when it
calculates a penalty to be associated with such violation. 1In this case, the
Respondent was apparently acting on a good-faith misunderstanding of the
regulations and made no effort to conceal the presence of the solvent wastes

on its premises and readily pointed out to the State and Federal inspectors
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Whiat the druss  in question ocontained and the ~oants that it gonerated
amally. It should also be noted upon b2ing alvised of theilr mistoke in
regard to their interpretation of the small quantity generator exewption the
Respondent imsadiately filed an anmended notification and Part A application
and shortly thereafter had the solvents transported from their facility to an

hazardous waste management site in Iouisiana.

Conclusion
Based on the above discussion and analysis I am of the opinion that the
following violations should be dismissed:
(1) the groundwater monitoring violations;
(2) the multiple violations concerning the solvent, leaving only the
violation concerning the failure to notify;
(3) the manifest violations; and
(4) the closure plan violations.
The following penalties are assessed for the violations noted:
(1) for failure to notify the State agency of the fact that it generated
and stored waste solvents on its property, pursuant to § 3010 of the Act,
a penalty of $6,500.00 is assessed:
(2) for the discrepancies identified in the waste analysis plan, a
penalty of $270.00 is assessed;
(3) for the violations associated with the training program, a penalty of
$500.00 is assessed;
(4) for the failure to note arrangements made with local fire departments,
a penalty of $270.00 is assessed; and

(5) for the failure to include all of the requirements associated with

the inspection schedule, a penalty of $500.00 is assessed.




ron consideration of the record, the oonclusions reasched herein and in

accordince with the criteria set forth in the Act, I vecauanend the following:

PROPOSED FINAL ORDER3

I. Pursuant to § 3008(c) of the Act, 42 U.S.C. 6928(c), a civil penalty
in the total sum of $8,040.00 is hereby assessed against Respondent, Martin
Electronics, Inc.

II. Payment of the full amount of the civil penalty assessed shall be
made within sixty (60) days of the service of the Final Order upon Respondent
by forwarding, by certified mail, to the USEPA - Region IV ( Regional Hearing
Clerk), Post Office Box 100142, Atlanta, Georgia 30384, a cashier's or

certified check payable to the Treasurer, United States of America.

e

DATED: June 21, 1985 .
Thahas B. Yost !
Administrative LAw Judge

340 CFR 22.27(e) provides that this Initial Decison shall become the Final
Order of the Administrator within 45 days after its service upon the parties
unless (1) an appeal is taken by a party to the proceedings, or (2) the
Administrator elects, sua sponte, to review the Initial Decision. 40 CFR
22.30(a) provides that such appeal may be taken by filing a Notice of Appeal
with 20 days after service of this Decision.
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Respondent

CERTIFICATION OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that true and correct copies of the foregoing corrected
Page 8 of the Initial Decision issued by Honorable Thamas B. Yost on

June 21, 1985 was served on the following: Craig H. Campbell, Esquire, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, Region IV, 345 Courtland Street, Atlanta,
Georgia 30365 (service by hand-delivery); Jeffrey F. Peck, Esquire, Martin
Electronics, Inc., 5721 Dragon Way, Cincinnati, Chio 45227; and Martin S.
Seltzer, Esquire, Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur, 37 West Broad Street,
Colurbus, Ohio 43215 (service by certified mail return receipt requested).

Dated in Atlanta, Georgia this lst day of July 1985.

a A. Beck
Regional Hearing Clerk

cc: Hon. Thamas B. Yost

Hearing Clerk (A-110)

(for the Administrator)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
401 "M" Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20460




Since the Respondent had entered into a valid consent decree with the
State of Florida prior to the bringing of this action by EPA, the Respondent

filed a motion to dismiss the camplaint on the basis of res judicata since

the primary subject matter of the complaint had been already concluded with
the State of Florida and that, therefore, the Agency had no jurisdiction to
bring another action based on the same violation. In support of the motion,
the Respondent cited the Court's attention to a prior decisionl by one of
the EPA Administrative law Judges on a similar fact situation arising in
Region IX of EPA wherein the Judge upon a similar motion dismissed the com—
plaint since it dealt with the same subject matter of a prior state/respond-
ent consent decree. After reviewing the briefs and arguments of the parties
on the issue, the undersigned denied the motion to dismiss on several grounds,
not the least of which was that the cited decision had not been acted upon by
the Administrator and, therefore, did not, at that point in time, represent
final Agency action. Since the conclusion of the hearing in this case,
however, the Agency has issued a final order? on the other case which deci-
sion is binding on the undersigned. A further discussion of this point will
be made later in this decision.

The record indicates that on the occasion of the March inspection of the
facility, prior to the issuance of the camplaint, the groundwater monitoring
system had been installed and a State inspection subsequent to the issuance
of the camplaint and, prior to the hearing, further indicated that the Respond-

ent was in full campliance with all RCRA regulations.
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